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South America as a region/continent with some distinctive 
characteristics

- Major role of food and agriculture staples in global trade, highly demanded by other 
regions.

- Agriculture sectors high-tech, capital intensive, very competitive production in some 
sectors (e.g. grain production and beef in Mercosur)

- Compared to other regions: relatively low population but large proportion of urban 
population and high inequality, not directly linked with primary activities.

- The economic primary sector related to the land-use changes operates in a context of 
national economies under development with periods of instability and crisis.

- The primary sector is crucial for a balanced trade of countries. Agriculture and food is the 
major sector for exportations.
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- Many of the land-use changes that we study as a research community, are central for 
development policies and strategies for regions and countries and at the same point pointed at 
as the root of long term development problems and the cause of more poverty and inequality.
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Globalization and trade as a double-edged sword

- trade with positive impact in 
economy specially with increase 
in the Terms of Trade (TOT)

- exportation contributes to 
economic development 

- benefits in sectors with 
transport facilities (e.g. railways, 
rivers)

- more benefits in coastal zones 
and close to destiny markets

- trade agreements and cultural 
affinity 

- Dutch syndrome (with 
variations). Production factors 
move to the new primary sector 
for exportations and other 
economic activities are 
compromised

- search  for maximization of 
profitability by concentrating 
social sectors, leading to 
inequality  

- concentration of exportation 
and exposed to
major price volatility
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Description of the  The First Global 
Century (1800-1913)

Analysis of how the industrialization 
and the differential impact of the 

globalization and trade is related to the 
divergence of the countries and the 

developed and developing economies 

Land use legacy in the continent that 
explains part of current land use patterns 

Learning from experiences to rethink the 
present situation
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- Call for more macroeconomy and development economy involvement within 
the GLP community in Latinamerica 

- We have some advances and focus related to the role of macroeconomic 
processes as drivers and causes of land-use changes

- We also have advances in relation to environmental externalities and  
consequence of land-use changes over ecosystem services

- We have relatively less (and need more) advances and research about the 
land-use changes impact on economic aspects related to development, 
inequality a well- being at multiple scales (from region to countries or 
continents)
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From my side, Not a take-home message but a personal sampling of questions with the hope to trigger 

more exploration framed by the relationship of land-use change and economic development in Latin 
America.

1) The actual land-use changes occurring in Latin America  present significant differences with the 

processes of the first global century? In consequence can we expect different results?

2) How much is the land-use legacy of the first global century conditioning current land-use change? the 

increase of the pacific trade to Asia (mainly China)  could change the continental macro land-use patterns 

(SELS)?

3) Do sustainability concepts in production, labelling and clean value chains, make a difference in the land-
use impact of the economic development and poverty? Is the impact the same at different scales?

4) What could be the impact on the economic development of regions and countries of alternative 
production systems (e.g. organic production) or the global transition to sustainable healthy diets?


