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Mountain 
Futures 

In March 2016, stakeholders from 35 countries 
established the Mountain Futures Initiative, as part of 
the inaugural Mountain Futures Conference in 
Kunming, China. The Initiative seeks to foster local 
innovations for resilient livelihoods in mountain 
regions worldwide; it aims to identify, develop, and 
scale up mountain-based solutions to global 
problems.

In 2017, the World Agroforestry Center and Kunming 
Institute of Botany has joined with the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences, Chinese Academy of Agricultur-
al Sciences, and the government of China to give the 
Initiative a 200-hectare physical home in Honghe, 
Yunnan. The Mountain Futures Site will host several 
projects, including the large-scale replication of 
environmental conditions in global mountain regions; 
mushroom domestication and cultivation; China-Afri-
ca sustainable trade of plant resources; and smart 
monitoring of ecosystem health. 

Meanwhile, the Mountain Futures Initiative is advancing 
the work of the new working group on “Land Systems 
for Mountain Futures,” endorsed in 2017 by the 
Global Land Program as part of the Future Earth 
research partnership.

In June 2018, the Centre for Mountain Ecosystem 
Studies will host the second international Mountain 
Futures Conference. Mountain Futures 2018 will offer 
unique opportunities to participate in and shape the 
new activities of the Mountain Futures Initiative, and 
continue knowledge and innovation-sharing for all 
with interests in mountain regions.

Register now at  www.mountainfutures.org.
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Shape the ongoing development of the Moun-
tain Futures Initiative and its institutional space 
for research and training in Honghe, Yunnan
Present and disseminate evidence-based 
socio-ecological knowledge including innova-
tions, practices, and technologies from mountain 
communities
Network with over 100 Mountain Futures 
professionals and practitioners, as well as 
representatives from indigenous communities, 
policymakers, and other Mountain Futures 
stakeholders, on local, regional, and transnation-
al levels

Why Attend?

Conference Themes

Conference Features
Field Trip to Honghe: visit agro-ecological innova-
tions and be part of the Mountain Futures Site 
launch
Kunming Open Science Conference: hear keynotes 
from renowned speakers, participate in Parallel 
Session discussions
High-level Leadership Panels: develop implementa-
tion plan for the Mountain Futures Initiative
International Mountain Film Festival: engage the 
public through visual arts and documentaries made 
by mountain peoples

Ecosystem Rhythms: 
Understanding Change

Due to elevation gradients, mountain ecosystems are 
governed by unique ecological rhythms; we need to 
update our scientific understanding of how these 
ecological cycles are affected by climate change and 
other global processes. Events in this theme will 
examine how researchers and mountain communities 
can together collect such data and combine it with 
indigenous knowledge systems in ways that support 
resilient mountain livelihoods.

Ecological Calendars –Seasonal Changes in 
Mountain Ecosystems and Communities
Ecosystem Responses – The Impact of Global 
Pressures such as Climate Change
Ecosystem Monitoring – Linking Traditional 
Knowledge with Modern Technology and Tools

Land Systems:
Managing Complexity

Effective management of complex land systems requires 
synthesizing insights and knowledge on patterns of land 
system change in the mountains. Events in this theme will 
explore how such knowledge can be utilised to produce 
tools and methods that enable policy-makers and 
communities to plan for and adapt to global change.

Changes in Land Use – Migration, Climate Change, 
Policy Shifts, Resource Commodification, Large-scale 
Land Acquisitions
Landscape Management and Restoration – New 
Advances in Restoring Ecological Health and Productivity
Sustainable Agricultural Systems – Agroforestry, Hybrid 
Knowledge Systems, and Implications for the Environ-
ment, Policy-making and Communities

Enhancing Livelihoods: 
Role of Gender and Local Institutions

Capturing innovation for change also requires 
addressing the social, ecological, and economic 
factors which promote sustainable livelihoods for 
mountain communities. Events in this theme will 
focus on how to grow new models of mountain 
development which are participatory, equitable and 
just – yet also capable of attracting private-sector 
investment and having large-scale impacts on the 
ground.   

Role of Gender – In Rural-to-urban Migration, 
Household and Community Dynamics, Mountain 
Livelihoods
Bio-resources for Mountain Communities – Innova-
tions for Sustainable Use of Untapped Resources
Market and Business Solutions – New Opportunities 
through Market Networks, Information Technologies, 
Rural infrastructure and Farm + Firm Models
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